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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman, SECOM
FROM: DCI
SUBJECT: Leak Study

Will you develop a Table of Organization
and a phased program for implementing the
Recommendations in the Executive Summary of 5
the SECOM Leak Study. Statistics show CIA ‘
material to have been Teaked most frequently.

How can this be balanced to show where most
of the leaks occurred? What is circuldtion
of pubs which carried leaks -- NID, DIA,
State daily, etc.? Does hicgh incidence of
- Teaks ot CIA and NSA material come from
there being most prolific reporting? To
what extent?

William J. Casey
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pCI SECURITY COMMITTEE
LEAK STUDY REPORT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Purgose:

The DCI's Security Committee commissioned a review of leak
investigation records from fiscal years 1979 through 1983 of
all Intelligence Community agencies in order to develop greater
insight into the leak problem and to develop appropriate recom-
mendations for combatting leaks. This review was restricted to
cases of first time leaks of classified intelligence informa-
tion.

Findings:

1. Based on the available evidence, there has been a sig-
nificant increase in the number of leaks occurring each year
along with an increase in the number of media outlets and
journalists who publish leaks. Further, the classified
intelligence information being leaked is more current.

-The frequency of publication of intelligence leaks
has doubled between FY 1979 - FY 1983.

~All media except wire services reflect this doubling.

-A significant increase in the number of separate
magazines publishing leaks occurred in FY 1983.

~The median lag between the publication of
intelligence information in the government and its
subsequent appearance in the open media was shortened from
29 days in FY 1981 to 15 days in FY 1983.

2. While to a certain extent leaks occur randomly,
significant patterns of leak activity were detected involving
information of topical ‘interest and other variables. For
example:

-More than 40% of all intelligence leaks concerned the
Soviet Union.
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